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Correspondence from Germany 

(From Mathias Hanschko) 

---------- 

Post 107 near Spremberg, Feb. 20, 1912 

 

Worthy Volksblatt! 

  The worst of the cold weather is over 

and it is now quite warm here, almost as if it 

were the month of March; the spring 

messengers, such as the skylark and other 

migratory birds, are already present. But that 

has very little meaning with regards to cold 

and snow yet possible in Germany where it 

does not get to be truly warm until the cuckoo 

calls, in the month of May. 

  I must also inform you of an accident 

where, on February 14, early at 5:30, the track 

walker Johann Krautz from Rohne was 

overrun by a train and immediately killed. 

Krautz was a block post keeper of the railway 

since 1910 at the Mulkwitz station; which is 

situated, as I have previously indicated, 

between posts 109-108. Krautz was scheduled 

to do section duty for several weeks on behalf 

of a certain post attendant who had injured his 

leg on the job. Krautz was 39 years of age and 

had been in the service of the Royal Railroad 

Authority for about 16 years. He leaves behind 

a widow with 4 ill-mannered children. Krautz 

was laid to rest on February 17th with his co-

workers in general attendance. 

 “Oh, you of the human race, 

remember that you must die 

regardless of what you may 

accomplish in life.“ 

  Among other things the following was 

reported on February 16th from Socou 

(Lausitz) in the Spremberg Gazette: “Deceased 

on his wedding day: The 77 year old day 

worker [Ja ] celebrated his wedding yesterday 

with a 53 year old widow. After happy 

festivities, the “young pair,” in the evening, sat 

at a table with a bowl of soup when Ja 

suddenly fell from his chair. A heart attack 

ended his life.  
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 In the Sunday-Views segment, the 

“Hessen Post” published Paul Heidelbach’s 

monthly rimed poems for the merrily wed. 

They really appear to be meant for unhappily 

married couples because they do not sound 

women friendly and I am reproducing them 

with some reservation in the hope that they 

will not cause statistically identifiable damage 

in far-away Texas. 

  Mr. Hallenbach advises thus; 

 

Free in January - no wife, 

Because there are other pastimes. 

 

It’s also not good for February 

Because this is known as the horny month. 

 

Give up your freedom in March. 

Otherwise Mars will get to the woman! 

 

April will bring forth the fool’s army, 

And if you marry there will be more! 

 

Walpurgis Night arrives in May, 

So beware of the women! 

 

June is the month of Peter and Paul, 

And with it the tuber will soon rot. 

 

One sweats enough in July,  

So avoid pulling the plough of matrimony! 

 

Whoever wants to be free in August, 

Should send his children away in April. 

 

September brings in Michaelmas, 

So to seek extra amusement would not be 

proper. 

 

October introduces added things of 

importance, 

You will have more to be concerned with than 

being free. 

 

The goose comes in with November, 

Whoever marries will then have two of them. 

 

Butcher your pig in December 

And you’ll be alone - without a woman! 

 

 With friendly greetings to all your readers, 

your 

   M Hantschko, 

   Barrier guard 

 

Translated by John Buerfeind 
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